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Vs.

Magistrate  Dr.  Jean  Paul  Grech  BA,  LL.D

COURT  OF  MAGISTRATES  (GOZO)

AS  A  COURT  OF  CRIMINAL  JUDICIARY

Given  today,  Monday,  thirty-first  (31)  August  2026

The  Police

Case  Number

The  Court,

Having  seen  the  charges  brought  against  Robert  Farrugia,  aged  fifty-six  (56)

year  old,  son  of  Joseph  and  Angela  née  Falzon,  born  in  Pieta',  Malta  on  the  thirty-first  (31)  

day  of  March  1970  and  residing  in  'Sweet  Heart',  Wesgÿa

JUDGMENT

(1)  with  the  intention  of  committing  a  crime,  he  manifested  this  intention  by  external  acts  and  

initiated  the  execution  of  the  crime,  which  crime  was  not  executed  for  some  reason

Robert  Farrugia

Frangisk  Bugeja,  Zurrieq,  Malta  and  holder  of  Maltese  identity  card  number

0159170(M)  for  the  fact  that  on  the  thirtieth  (30)  day  of  August  2026,  between  the  hours  of  

nine  in  the  morning  (09:00hrs)  and  ten  thirty  in  the  morning  (10:30hrs)  in  the  area  of  Xwejni,  

Marsalforn,  Gozo  and/or  in  the  vicinity:

(Inspector  Keith  Xerri)

M.Juris  (Int.  Law),  Adv.  Trib.  Eccl.  A  mistake
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Article  287  of  the  Criminal  Code.
Art.  41,  261(e)(g),  269(c),  271(g),  281(b),  289  of  the  Criminal  Code.

Art.  6,7(a)(b)  of  Chapter  480  of  the  Laws  of  Malta.

2

Having  seen  all  the  documents  exhibited  by  the  Prosecuting  Officer;

(3)  carries  out  of  any  premises  or  its  vicinity  any  knife  or  sharp  or  pointed  instrument  of  any  kind  

without  a  licence  or  permit  from  the  Commissioner  of  Police,  which  knife  has  a  blade  

projecting  more  than  eight  (8)  centimetres  from  the  handle  and  which  cannot  reasonably  be  

considered  to  be  carried  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  use  of  it  as  is  usually  made  of  a  

knife,  or  which  knife  was  not  used  by  any  person  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  his  trade  

or  for  the  purpose  of  his  studies,  or  for  hunting  purposes.3

accidental  and  independent  of  his  will,  and  if  it  had  been  carried  out  it  would  have  been  a  

crime  of  theft  of  a  bag  containing  other  items  qualified  by  the  location  where  it  took  place  on  

a  public  road  in  the  countryside,  outside  the  inhabited  area  and  by  the  nature  of  the  thing  

stolen  since  it  occurred  on  something  that  was  in  a  vehicle  and  this  to  the  detriment  of  

Marek  Sawon  and/or  other  persons;1

(2)  after  having  been  convicted  in  Malta  of  theft,  or  of  receiving,  he  was  found  in  possession  of  

keys,  matched  or  forged,  or  other  tools  suitable  for  opening  or  breaking  locks,  or  was  found  

in  possession  of  lock  picks,  without  giving  a  satisfactory  account  for  the  legitimate  purpose  

for  which  they  were  found  in  his  possession;

Having  seen  that  at  today's  hearing  the  accused  entered  an  admission  to  all  the  charges  brought  

against  him.  In  view  of  this  admission,  the  Court  has  most  solemnly  warned  him  of  the  legal  

consequences  of  such  an  admission  and  has  granted  him  appropriate  time  to  reconsider  his  

admission;

The  Court  was  requested  to  deal  with  the  accused  as  a  recidivist  in  terms  of  articles  49,  50  and  

289  of  Chapter  9  of  the  Laws  of  Malta,  with  sentences  given  by  the  Courts  of  Malta  and/or  Gozo,  

which  sentences  have  become  definitive  and  cannot  be  changed.
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Police  went  to  the  scene  where  they  found  Marek  Sawon,  a  Polish  man,  who  told  them  that  

he  had  seen  another  man  put  his  hand  through  the  window  of  their  diving  vehicle  with  the  

registration  number  ECU  459  and  take  his  bag  from  the  same  van.  Sawon  went  on  to  say  

that  he  and  his  friends  started  shouting  in  the  direction  of  this  man.  This  man  tried  to  flee  the  

scene  but  Sawon  and  his  friends  who  were  with  him  ran  after  him  and  managed  to  catch  

him.  They  then  contacted  the  Police.  The  man  was  identified  as  Robert  Farrugia.  He  was  

arrested.

Malta  and  not  within  the  parameters  of  articles  50  and  289  of  the  same  Chapter  and  this  for  

the  reason  that  the  elements  of  these  two  articles  do  not  result  from  the  criminal  record  

presented  today;

Having  seen  that  there  is  no  good  reason  in  line  with  that  established  in  article  392A(3)  of  

Chapter  9  of  the  Laws  of  Malta  for  the  Court  to  doubt  whether  the  offences  were  actually  

committed  or  to  doubt  whether  the  accused  is  guilty  of  the  offences  charged  against  him;

She  heard  the  accused  confirm  his  admission  after  the  trial  was  postponed  and  the  accused  

again  consulted  with  his  lawyers  outside  the  courtroom;

She  heard  the  Prosecution  and  the  Defense  argue  over  the  sentence;

Considered;

The  facts  of  the  case  are  briefly  as  follows:  on  the  thirtieth  (30)  August  2026,  the  Police  at  

the  Victoria  Station,  Gozo  were  informed  by  a  diver  that  a  male  person  had  attempted  to  

steal  a  bag  from  their  diving  van  and  that  this  individual  had  been  caught.  He  also  informed  

them  that  they  were  within  the  limits  of  Xwejni  in  Marsalforn.

It  took  into  consideration  what  was  verbalized  by  the  Prosecutor  Officer  in  today's  hearing  

that  with  regard  to  the  request  for  the  Court  to  consider  the  accused  as  a  recidivist,  this  

should  only  apply  within  the  parameters  of  article  49  of  Chapter  9  of  the  Laws  of

He  was  eventually  brought  to  Court  under  arrest  to  answer  the  charges  brought  against  him.
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•  Decide

For  the  purpose  of  punishment  it  is  stated  that  although  the  accused  admitted  at  an  early  

stage  of  the  proceedings,  the  Court  cannot  ignore  the  fact  that  he  has  a  dirty  criminal  record  

and  has  already  had  other  previous  convictions  for  theft.  However,  in  view  of  what  was  

stated  by  the  Prosecuting  Officer  for  the  purpose  of  punishment  it  will  consider  him  to  be  a  

recidivist  only  in  terms  of  article  49  of  Chapter  9  of  the  Laws  of  Malta.

Considered;

Given  that  the  accused  has  admitted  to  all  the  charges  brought  against  him,  the  Court  has  

no  other  option  but  to  find  him  guilty  of  all  the  charges  brought  against  him.

Accordingly,  for  these  reasons,  the  Court,  having  regard  to  articles  20,  31(1)(b),  41(1)(a),  49,  

261(e)(g),  269(c),  271(g),  281(b)  and  287  of  Chapter  9  of  the  Laws  of  Malta  and  articles  6,  

7(a)(b)  and  51(7)  of  Chapter  480  of  the  Laws  of  Malta,  on  his  own  admission,  finds  the  

accused  ROBERT  FARRUGIA  GUILTY  of  all  the  charges  brought  against  him  and  

sentences  him  to  eight  (8)  months  imprisonment  which  by  application  of  article  28A(1)  

of  Chapter  9  of  the  Laws  of  Malta  are  being  suspended  for  a  period  of  four  (4)  years  

from  today  as  well  as  to  a  fine  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  euros  and  forty-seven  

cents  (€  116.47).  The  fine  must  be  paid  within  a  week  from  today  and  failing  that  it  

will  be  converted  to  imprisonment.

In  terms  of  article  28A(4)  of  Chapter  9  of  the  Laws  of  Malta,  the  Court  explained  to  the  

offender  in  clear  terms  his  liability  under  article  28B  of  Chapter  9  if  he  commits  another  

offence  punishable  by  imprisonment  during  the  operative  period  of  this  sentence.

(ft)  Dr.  Jean  Paul  Grech

D/Registrar

(ft)  John  Vella

Magistrate
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True  Copy

For  the  Registrar
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